There is an accompanying PowerPoint for this assembly

4. The cosy kittens

Age range: Primary

Theme: We gather as a community for collective worship that is inspiring, invitational and inclusive, reflecting the
fact that we are a part of a diverse school family and the wider church community. This term, we begin a series of
themes based on wise words — all of them from the Bible, all of them ancient advice about how to live, but in our
modern world, they often sound surprisingly up to date! We link this ancient wisdom to stories from across the world
and across cultures in the first half of the term, and continue today with a story about the Prophet Muhammad'’s
kindness.

How does this link to your school’s Christian vision & values?
Throughout this term, we encourage you to link each week’s collective worship to your school vision —and the way that
you live this out through your values. Most of the themes should easily allow for this.

Resources:
® The PowerPoint slides are numbered with a point in the script so you can find your way, and the parts in bold show you
where to click on to activate the next slide or animation.
e There are some simple props to use with the story if you are happy to tell it live — or you could use the photos in the
PowerPoint.
e [f you are telling the story yourself using the props or using the video, you will need to remove slides 3-8, which are
contained within the script on p. 4
e There are some wondering questions as part of the reflective story, but also in the Words for Worship section.
Use both, or use one on a different day as part of collective worship.
e If you have younger pupils, you may want to gather some extra pet-related props for slide 11* to talk about the
importance of looking after the animals we are responsible for. Put them into a pet carrier if you have one. These
might include:
Cat — litter tray scoop (clean!!) (some pets need to be cleaned out — bedding changed etc.)
Hamster / rabbit — water bottle (they need clean water each day)
Dog - collar & lead (they need regular exercise)
Fish — fish food (we need to feed our pets regularly!)
Reflective prayer activity: There is no reflection card for this week to encourage you to get practical and find
some ways to help wildlife this winter.

Gathering: J_l_
Slide 1: Use our new gathering words. Why not invent your own actions to accompany them? I
e Leader: We are here together

e Children: With ears ready to hear and hands ready to serve.

e All: May we be wise in all our actions today.

Engaging:

Slide 2: We're going to start our time together today with a poem —and a story! If some of you

have pet cats at home, you will understand the truth of these words!! [if time allows, do share some
stories together from your own experiences!]

Cats sleep anywhere, by Eleanor Farjeon

Cats sleep, anywhere,
Any table, any chair
Top of piano, window-ledge,

In the middle, on the edge,
Open drawer, empty shoe,
Anybody's lap will do,
Fitted in a cardboard box,

In the cupboard, with your frocks-
Anywhere! They don't care!
Cats sleep anywhere.
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Before we hear from wise King Solomon today, we are going to share another story from across the world —
and across time! It’s not a story written by Aesop, but a story about the life of the Prophet Muhammad (may
peace and blessings be upon him). There are some wise words in this story too — listen out for them...... [Tell
/ read / watch the story]

e Slides 3-8: the story [use script on p3 or words under PPT slides]. Use these wondering questions after

the story:
Slide 9: ....I wonder what the people thought when they saw what the Prophet (may peace and blessings
be upon him), did?.....
....| wonder what Muhammad was trying to show them?.....
... wonder what Muslims still learn from this story, all these years later?.... and what we might learn
too?....

Slide 10: Having heard the words of Prophet Muhammad (may peace and blessings be upon him), we are

going to hear Solomon’s wise words now.

Slide 11: read the words together

| wonder what connections you can see between the words of these two wise men? [allow children to talk
together] Let’s make this very practical now, and think about our own lives. | wonder if you have pets at
home that need caring for?

The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) used to take great care of his own camels when he was travelling and
would make sure that their needs were taken care of even before he knelt to pray — which as some of you
may know, is VERY important to a Muslim. He said that ‘Caring for animals is a kind of worship’, teaching his
followers that looking after animals is a way of worshipping Allah [which is the Muslim name for God] who
created them.

*Use animal ‘props’ for younger pupils, with the extra words below, or lead a discussion about caring for
pets and being responsible owners:

In this special case [pet carrier] | have some more of ‘Allah’s living creatures', some cuddly friends of mine —
would you like to see them?.....[Get each ‘pet’ out one at a time and introduce them to the children, making
as appropriate a fuss of them as you feel able!, then placing them on a table at the front of the hall]

‘Some of you may have pets just like these at home, and will be our experts to help us decide which of the
things in my bag belong with each different pet. Each of the objects in my bag will help us to think about
how we should care for these animals....]

Slide 12: Responding and words for worship
Some of you are probably thinking that you don’t have a pet, so how can you help to care for the ‘
living creatures that many people believe God created for us to enjoy? Well, there are lots more °
creatures in the world besides pets —and we need to be just as concerned about them! What about all the
birds who visit our school, and your gardens at home? They need food and water, especially in winter time,
and really appreciate water to splash in in the summer months as well! There are lots of different wild animals
who are endangered species who would really appreciate you finding out about them and doing whatever
you can to help them survive — maybe even sponsoring one... And everywhere you look if you just take the
time, there are even the tiniest creatures going about their business!

We can ALL do something to care for the creatures in the world around us.

Slide 13: Words for worship
We've done a lot of talking today, so now a few thoughts for us to take away with us into our day.
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.....| wonder how we might show that we are looking after all living creatures?....
.....l wonder if we could do more to care for the animals we are responsible for?.....
....even when it might be a bit inconvenient, or we might feel we have better things to do?.....

Slide 14: As we come to pray now, let’s bring to our mind some animals that we could care for......

| am going to say some words first, and | encourage you to join in with the parts that come on the screen ‘We will
care for all you’ve made.’

Slide 15: We are grateful for the wonder of all living things. ‘We will care for all you’ve made.’

Slide 16: We thank you for the animals that share our lives. ‘We will care for all you’ve made.’

Slide 17: Even when we’d rather be playing, ‘We will care for all you’ve made.’

Slide 18: Amen

Sending: Slide 19
Leader: As we leave this place & time and go into the day ahead... ‘
All: May today’s words help us to make wise choices.

To listen to / sing:

One World (NBD)

Or you could use the familiar song ‘Who made the twinkling stars?’, with new verses using animals e.g. “‘Who
made the purring cat....the bubbling fish....the twitchy rabbit etc.)

Slide 11: Reflective areas

Show care for all living things this week e.g. feed the birds. There are some ideas linked below.

If you do something practical in school to care for the wildlife who share your space, you can upload your
act of kindness onto the Countryfile map here: BBC Countryfile Wild Britain (wild-britain.co.uk)
Newsround clip: How you can help wildlife this winter - BBC Newsround

RSPCA ideas: Helping Wildlife in Winter | RSPCA

RHS ideas: Wildlife: helping through winter / RHS Gardening
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWs-Boqk-5s
https://www.wild-britain.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/av/55074156
https://www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/seasonal/winter/wildlife
https://www.rhs.org.uk/wildlife/helping-through-winter

Muhammad (pbuh) and the kittens:
a reflective story

Props needed: cuddly cat & kittens; a ‘cloak’ [l used an old curtain!];
| atoysword [needed for effect, but with reservations about having a
weapon in school!] Follow the cues in bold.

Long ago in the time of the Prophet (may peace and blessings be upon
him), a small cat [place cat] gave birth to some beautiful little kittens....
[place kittens]...Aaahh!

..... people in the town noticed that the mother cat was very good at
finding comfy spots to nurse her growing family.....
...l wonder what places you think she might have foundzs....

One warm day, the Prophet Muhammad came to town, wearing his
travelling cloak to keep the dust off his clothes and carrying his sword,
as was the custom in those days. As usual, people gathered to hear his

wisdom....

....as the hottest part of the day began to approach, Muhammad
found that he was feeling quite warm, and so he took off his sword and
his cloak, lay them on the ground [lay sword & cloak down] and sat

down on one corner of the cloak while he continued to teach.....
....as he talked, the mother cat came with her little kittens and saw the
cosy, soft cloak....."an ideal place to sleep!’, she thought....and so
that's what she did Jre-place cat and kittens] .....
....when the Prophet had finished speaking, he got up and went to put
on his cloak, seeing the little cat just in fime....

...quick as a flash, he got out his sword [take out foy sword]....
....the crowd gasped with horror.....[LEAVE DRAMATIC PAUSE!]
....but they needn’t have worried [place sword on cloth]....

...the wise Prophet simply cut off the section of the cloak next to where
the cat was sleeping and went on his way....

...[in a whisper] leaving the mother cat and her kittens peacefully
sleeping.....SHHHH!
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